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No.  12,  ex-Boston  Elevated,  at  Canton  Comer  in  1€99. 


INTRODUCTION 

One  of  the  few  small  independent  companies  oper- 
ating in  eastern  Massachusetts  during  the  height  of  the 
trolley  era  in  New  England  was  the  Blue  Hill  Street 
Railway— a 15  mile  line  connecting  Boston  with  its 
southern  suburbs  of  Milton,  Canton  and  Stoughton  and 
serving  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation  in  Milton  and  Canton. 

Promoted,  constmcted,  owned  and  operated  by  Stone 
& Webster,  the  Boston  utility  firm,  the  Blue  Hill  had  a 
life  span  of  21  years — from  1899  to  1920  — and  was  among 
the  first  abandoned  street  railways  in  the  Bay  State.  It 
was  always  an  unprofitable  venture  and  remained  in 
operation  only  through  the  financial  support  of  its  parent 
company.  When  this  support  was  withdrawn  in  1917,  it 
meant  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  Blue  Hill. 

The  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  was  unusual  in  that  it 
was  built  from  an  outlying  community,  Stoughton, 
toward  the  city,  Boston,  instead  of  being  extended  from 
the  city  into  the  country,  which  was  the  usual  procedure 
in  constmcting  suburban  lines.  It  was  also  unusual  in 
that  it  replaced  double  tmck  air-braked  cars  with  single 
truck  hand-braked  eq.uipment  after  a carhouse  fire  de- 
stroyed most  of  the  former. 

In  the  following  pages,  the  history  of  the  Blue  Hill 
has  been  narrated  in  as  complete  a manner  as  available 
information  permits.  Records  of  the  company  have 
long  since  been  destroyed  and  the  only  sources  of  offi- 
cial data  have  been  the  annual  reports  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Railroad  Commissioners  and  Public  Service 
Commission. 

Much  of  the  material  for  this  history  has  been  made 


available  by  C.  L.  Smith  of  Norwood,  Francis  D.  Dono- 
van of  West  Medway,  and  the  late  Edward  W.  Young 
of  East  Weymouth.  Other  information  has  come  from 
the  Electric  Railway  Journal,  the  U.  S.  Street  and  Elec- 
tric Railway  Census  of  1902  and  1907,  and  various 
standard  reference  sources. 

Photographs,  unless  otherwise  credited,  are  all  from 
the  collection  of  C.  L.  Smith, 

ORGANIZATION  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

Originally  proposed  in  1897-98  under  the  name  of 
the  Stoughton,  Canton  and  Boston  Street  Railway,  the 
Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  was  chartered  July  21,  1899 
by  a syndicate  which  included  Charles  A.  Stone  and 
Edwin  S.  Webster  of  Newton,  founders  of  the  Boston 
utility  firm  of  Stone  and  Webster. 

Other  incorporators  included  W.  Cameron  Forbes, 
E.  J.  B.  Huntoon,  W.  O.  Chapman,  C.  H.  French,  W.  E. 
C.  Swan,  Frank  G.  Webster,  J.  Malcolm  Forbes,  Arthur 
Wainwright,  Laurence  J.  Webster,  Charles  E.  C.  Breek, 
Charles  Sprague,  Francis  R.  Hart,  John  Everett,  Charles 
E.  Cotting,  J.  S.  Bartlett,  R.  Elmer  Townsend,  James  P. 
Steams,  William  Endicott  3rd,  Henry  B.  Sawyer,  Henry 
G.  Bradlee,  Howard  L.  Rogers  and  G.  W.  Lee. 

The  company  was  capitalized  at  $150,000  and  its 
proposed  route  was  as  follows; 

"The  railway  is  to  commence  at  the  terminus  of  the 
Brockton  Street  Railway  Company  in  the  town  of  Stough- 
ton and  County  of  Norfolk,  and  to  extend  through  the 
towns  of  Sharon,  Canton  and  Milton,  all  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk,  to  the  line  separating  said  Milton  from  the 
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This  was  the  first  car  to  Ponkapoag  Post 
Office  on  November  16.  1899. 


City  of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  and  to  the  line 
separating  said  Milton  from  the  town  of  Hyde  Park,  its 
terminus.  Its  length  will  be  about  fifteen  miles  and  its 
gauge  four  feet  eight  and  one  half  inches,  as  required 
by  law." 

Formal  organization  of  the  company  followed  shortly 
thereafter,  with  Charles  H.  French  being  named  presi- 
dent. W.  Cameron  Forbes  was  vice-president;  Edmund 
J.  B.  Huntoon  was  treasurer  and  general  manager;  and 
Eliot  Wadsworth  of  Boston  was  appointed  clerk  of  cor- 
poration. 

Directors,  in  addition  to  French,  Forbes  and  Huntoon, 
were  Charles  A.  Stone  and  Edwin  S.  Webster,  William 
O.  Chapman  and  William  E.  C.  Swan. 


Construction  began  a month  or  so  later,  following 
the  granting  of  the  necessary  franchises,  and  by  late 
October,  about  nine  miles  of  track  had  been  completed. 
Five  single  truck  closed  cars  were  purchased  second- 
hand from  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  and  on  November 
3,  1899,  operation  commenced  between  Stoughton  and 
the  Canton  Comer  cemeteries.  Two  weeks  later,  service 
was  extended  a short  distance  from  Canton  Comer  to 
Ponkapoag  post  office,  Canton. 

In  Stoughton  the  tracks  began  in  Stoughton  Square 
and  extended  down  Porter  street  to  the  New  Haven 
Railroad  crossing  at  Canton  and  Porter  streets.  They 
started  again  on  the  other  side  of  the  crossing  and  ex- 
tended through  Canton  and  Central  streets  in  a westerly 
direction  to  Cobb's  Comer  (at  the  Stoughton-Sharon- 
Canton  town  line). 

From  Cobb's  Comer  they  ran  in  a northerly  andnorth- 
easterly  direction  along  Washington  street.  Canton,  to 
the  grade  crossing  of  the  New  Haven's  Stoughton  Branch 
at  Canton  Center.  From  the  opposite  side  of  the  crossing 
they  continued  through  Washington  street  to  Ponkapoag. 

Rails  were  laid  down  Sherman  street  from  Canton 
Center  to  the  Canton  Junction  station  of  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad:  across  the  Spaulding 
street  bridge  over  the  railroad  and  down  Jackson  street 
to  Neponset  street,  a distance  of  about  one  mile. 

A carhouse  was  erected  off  Sherman  street,  near  the 
Canton  Junction  depot,  and  the  power  station  was  con- 
structed near  the  shore  of  Forge  Pond,  in  the  Springdale 
section  of  Canton.  The  building  was  located  close  to 
the  Stoughton  branch  of  the  NYNH&H  for  convenience 
in  receiving  carload  lots  of  coal. 

At  first  the  line  was  operated  in  three  parts  due  to 
the  presence  of  the  two  railroad  crossings,  over  which 


No.  23  of  the  Brockton  & Plymouth  Street  Railway  crosses 
the  Stoughton  trestle  over  the  New  Haven  Railroad. 
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No.  4 of  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon 
St.  Ry.  at  Cobb's  Comer,  at  the  Canton- 
Stoughton-Sharon  town  line. 
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the  street  railway  was  declined  permission  to  build. 
One  car  operated  between  Stoughton  Square  and  Canton 
street;  another  car  ran  between  Canton  street,  Stoughton, 
and  the  crossing  at  Canton  Center;  and  the  third  shuttled 
back  and  forth  between  Canton  Center  and  Ponkapoag. 

(It  is  said  that  a car  was  hired  from  the  Brockton 
Street  Railway  to  provide  the  service  on  Porter  street, 
Stoughton.) 

Finally,  on  November  5,  1900,  a year  after  operation 
began,  the  Massachusetts  Railroad  Commissioners  per- 
mitted the  Blue  Hill  to  build  across  the  Stoughton 
branch  in  Canton  Center  and  two  segments  of  the  street 
railway  were  joined.  But  the  Commissioners  continued 
to  refuse  permission  to  the  railway  to  cross  the  New 
Haven  tracks  in  Stoughton  and  this  meant  another  route 
to  the  center  of  town  had  to  be  found. 

During  early  1902  a short  stretch  of  private  right  of 
way  was  built  across  Clapp's  field  from  Canton  street 
to  the  railroad  line;  a trestle  was  erected  over  the  rail- 
road and  rails  were  laid  through  Cushing,  School  and 
Rose  streets  to  a connection  with  the  original  line  on 
Porter  street— and  into  Stoughton  Square.  The  balance 
of  the  trackage  on  Porter  street— from  Rose  street  to 
the  railroad  crossing— was  abandoned  and  removed. 

At  Stoughton  Square  the  Blue  Hill  connected  with 
the  Old  Colony  Street  Railway  (successor  to  the  Brock- 
ton) and  the  Randolph  and  Stoughton  (later  the  Bristol 
and  Norfolk)  line. 

While  the  Stoughton  situation  was  being  straightened 
out,  the  Blue  Hill  had  extended  its  tracks  northward 
from  Ponkapoag  to  the  Canton-Milton  town  line  in  late 

1900  and  had  continued  its  Canton  Junction  branch 
along  Neponset  street  to  the  Norwood-Canton  town  line 
and  a connection  with  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon 
Street  Railway. 

The  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon  was  incorporated 
March  15,  1900  to  build  from  Norwood  to  Canton  and 
from  Cobb's  Comer,  East  Sharon,  to  Sharon,  Sharon 
Heights  and  Lake  Massapoag.  Four  months  later,  on 
July  6,  the  Blue  Hill  was  given  permission  to  build  from 
Canton  to  Norwood.  There  the  matter  rested  until 

1901  when  the  two  companies  settled  upon  a compro- 
mise, providing  for  a connection  at  the  Neponset  river 


bridge  and  the  operation  of  through  service  between  the 
two  communities. 

The  NC&S,  beginning  atWashington  and  Day  streets, 
Norwood,  extended  down  Day  street,  through  Broadway, 
under  the  New  Haven  Railroad  tracks,  along  Lenox, 
Cross,  Pleasant  and  East  Cross  streets  to  Neponset  street 
and  along  Neponset  street  t6  the  Canton  town  line.  The 
Blue  Hill  continued  from  this  point  to  Canton  Junction 
and  Canton  Center. 

Operation  of  the  4.7  mile  Canton-Norwood  line  com- 
menced on  or  about  May  17,  1901  and  a few  months 
later,  in  September,  the  NC&S  opened  its  three  mile 
route  from  Cobb's  Comer  to  Lake  Massapoag. 

As  of  September  30,  1901  the  Blue  Hill  owned  and 
operated  10.666  route  miles  plus  .629  mile  of  sidings 
and  turnouts  for  a total  of  11.295  miles  of  track. 


THE  MATT AP AN  EXTENSION 

The  charter  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  gave  it 
the  right  to  build  from  Canton  through  Milton  to  the 
Boston  city  line  but  when  the  company  prepared  to 
construct  the  extension  in  1902  it  found  its  proposed 
route  via  Blue  Hill  avenue  blocked  by  an  unincorporated 
group,  associated  as  the  Milton  Street  Railway,  which 
had  been  granted  the  desired  location  by  the  Milton 
selectmen  on  July  23. 

This  meant  that  the  Blue  Hill  had  to  find  another 
route  through  the  town  or  buy  out  the  Milton  Street 
Railway  interests.  It  chose  the  latter  course,  and  late 
in  1902  the  two  companies  joined  in  petitioning  the 
Railroad  Commission  for  approval  of  a right  of  way  on 
reservation  at  one  side  of  the  avenue.  Such  approval 
was  given  January  19  after  the  Commissioners  were 
assured  that  the  Blue  Hill  and  Milton  Street  Railways 
would  be  consolidated  into  a single  operating  company. 

Formal  incorporation  of  the  Milton  Street  Railway, 
with  a capitalization  of  $30,000,  took  place  March  26, 
1903  and  construction  of  the  extension  commenced 
shortly  thereafter.  One  thousand  feet  of  track,  from 
the  Canton-Milton  town  line  to  Blue  Hill  station,  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Blue  Hill  Reservation,  was  opened 


5 


No.  65,  Stephenson  12  bench 
open,  at  Mattapan  Square  on 
August  15,  1903.  Photo  taken 
on  the  bridge  over  the  Neponset 
river. 
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June  24  and  on  August  14  the  remaining  3.3  miles, 
from  Blue  Hill  station  to  a connection  with  the  Old 
Colony  Street  Railway  at  tlie  intersection  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue  with  Blue  Hill  Parkway,  near  the  Milton-Boston 
line,  were  completed. 

From  this  point,  the  Blue  Hill  held  trackage  rights 
over  the  Old  Colony  into  Mattapan  Square,  Boston,  and 
a junction  with  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway. 

Governor  John  Bates  of  Massachusetts  was  among  the 
several  hundred  state,  county  and  municipal  dignitaries 
who  were  invited  guests  on  the  first  ride  over  the  entire 
line  from  Mattapan  to  Stoughton  on  August  15.  Several 
open  cars  were  used  fqr  the  trip  and  photographs  show 
the  trolleys  filled  to  capacity. 

Regular  service  between  Mattapan  and  Stoughton,  a 
distance  of  12.75  miles,  commenced  August  16,  and 
two  days  later  the  Milton  Street  Railway  was  merged 
with  the  Blue  Hill— under  the  name  of  the  latter. 

As  of  September  30,  1903  the  Blue  Hill  was  operating 
14.441  route  miles  plus  .264  mile  of  second  track  and 
.884  mile  of  sidings  and  turnouts.  Trackage  rights  over 
the  Old  Colony  Street  Railway  totalled  .09  mile. 

THE  READVILLE  BRANCH 

While  the  construction  of  the  Blue  Hill  avenue  track- 
age was  under  way,  work  began  on  the  building  of  a 
branch  to  the  Readville  section  of  Hyde  Park,  now  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

This  branch,  beginning  at  a p>oint  on  Blue  Hill  avenue 
a short  distance  north  of  Blue  Hill  station,  extended 
over  private  way  (the  location  of  the  present  Neponset 
Valley  Parkway)  to  the  Milton-Hyde  Park  town  line  at 
the  Neponset  river.  Crossing  the  river  on  a pile  bridge, 
it  continued  over  more  private  right  of  way  to  East 
Milton  street  and  thence  to  Wolcott  square,  its  terminus. 

No.  46,  Laconia-built  in  1903,  on  Blue 

Hill  avenue,  Milton.  CAD 


The  last  .409  mile  of  track,  on  East  Milton  street, 
was  completed  early  in  1905  and  operation  of  the  Read- 
ville branch  commenced  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

DOUBLE  IRON 

The  double  tracking  of  Blue  Hill  avenue,  from  Blue 
Hill  station  toward  Mattapan,  began  early  in  1904,  a 
total  of  2.6  miles  being  completed  by  September  30. 
Additional  second  track  was  constructed  during  the  next 
two  years,  and  by  1907  there  were  2.95  miles  of  double 
iron  on  the  line,  plus  1.128  miles  of  sidings,  turnouts 
and  yard  tracks.  The  length  of  the  main  track  owned 
in  that  year,  including  the  Norwood  and  Readville 
branches,  was  15.36  miles  and  there  were  .12  mile  of 
trackage  rights  over  the  Old  Colony  Street  Railway  and 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  at  Mattapan. 
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OPERATIONS 

Hourly  service  was  inaugurated  when  the  Blue  Hill 
commenced  operation  between  Stoughton  and  Ponka- 
poag  post  office  in  1899  and  so  far  as  it  is  known,  the 
same  headway  was  maintained  the  year  around  until 
the  railway  reached  Mattapan  in  1903. 

The  completion  of  the  Mattapan  extension  in  August 
of  that  year  permitted  Blue  Hill  cars  to  enter  Boston 
and  it  was  not  long  before  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway 
reached  an  agreement  with  the  Boston  Elevated,  per- 
mitting cars  of  the  former,  operated  by  BERy  crews,  to 
run  through  to  the  Dudley  street  elevated  station.  For 
about  five  years  thereafter,  half-hourly  service  was 
operated  between  Dudley  street  and  Stoughton,  both 
summer  and  winter. 

In  addition,  summer  schedules  of  the  Blue  Hill  called 
for  a 15  minute  headway  between  Mattapan  and  Blue 
Hill  station  on  pleasant  afternoons  and  a five  minute 
headway  between  those  two  points  on  Sundays  and 


Mattapan.  Half-hourly  service  continued  between 
Mattapan  and  Stoughton  on  a year  around  basis  and,  as 
before,  there  were  extra  cars  between  Mattapan  and 
Blue  Hill  station  on  Sundays,  holidays  and  pleasant 
afternoons  during  the  summer. 

Hourly  service  was  introduced  on  the  Norwood- 
Canton  line  in  1901.  The  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon 
Street  Railway  provided  the  one  car  needed  for  the 
route  and  the  Blue  Hill  supplied  the  men.  Motorman 
and  conductors  were  required  to  change  hat  badges 
when  moving  from  Blue  Hill  to  NC&S  trackage  (and 
vice  versa)  at  the  Norwood  town  line  on  each  trip.  Crews 
received  half  their  wages  from  each  company. 

At  first,  Norwood  cars  entering  Canton  Center  ran 
down  Washington  street  to  the  turnout  just  south  of  the 
railroad  crossing.  Later,  Norwood  branch  cars  started 
from  the  corner  of  Sherman  and  Washington  streets. 
Canton,  so  as  to  avoid  interference  with  main  line 
traffic. 

There  was  a period  when  cars  were  operated  between 


No.  3 of  the  Norwood,  Canton 
and  Sharon  St.  Ry.  at  Canton 
junction  depot. 


RM 


holidays.  During  one  summer,  that  of  1906,  fifteen 
minute  Sunday  service  was  given  between  Mattapan 
and  Stoughton. 

Several  difficulties  attended  the  operation  of  Blue 
Hillcars  over  Boston  Elevated  trackage.  To  begin  with, 
many  BERy  motormen  were  not  familiar  with  airbrakes, 
with  which  the  BHStRy  cars  were  equipped.  Improper 
operation  of  these  brakes  imposed  a heavy  strain  on 
the  motors,  causing  occasional  breakdowns. 

There  were  frequent  delays  between  Mattapan  and 
Dudley  when  a Blue  Hill  car,  with  a running  time  of 
one  hour  for  the  round  trip,  would  have  to  follow  a 
Boston  Elevated  trolley  making  all  local  stops.  This 
sometimes  disrupted  schedules— to  the  inconvenience 
and  annoyance  of  passengers. 

It  was  also  necessary  for  the  Blue  Hill  to  keep  two 
cars  in  Boston  at  all  times.  These  were  stored  at  the 
Grove  Hall  carhouse  when  not  in  use. 

Because  of  these  factors  and  various  financial  reasons. 
Blue  Hill  cars  stopped  running  through  to  Dudley  street 
after  the  summer  of  1908  and  thereafter  terminated  at 


Stoughton  and  Norwood  on  Sundays,  and  for  many  years 
extra  cars  were  run  every  morning  from  Cobb's  Comer 
to  Canton  Junction  to  cormect  with  two  commuter 
trains  to  Boston.  Two  similar  trips,  connecting  with 
trains  from  Boston,  ran  from  Canton  Junction  to  Cobb's 
Comer  in  the  late  afternoon  and  another  car  met  the 
last  train  out  of  Boston  at  night.  This  also  ran  from 
Canton  Junction  to  Cobb's  Comer. 

The  Readville  branch  was  operated  on  an  irregular 
schedule  — indeed,  the  line  was  not  listed  on  most  Blue 
Hill  timetables.  Morning  and  evening  workmen's  cars 
were  provided  for  a time  and,  for  a number  of  years, 
service  on  this  route  was  operated  only  on  pleasant 
summer  Simday  afternoons.  About  1915  the  line  was 
abandoned  altogether  due  to  the  weak  condition  of  the 
railway's  bridge  over  the  Neponset  river.  The  rails 
weren't  tom  up  imtil  several  years  later. 

A private  telephone  system  connected  the  various 
turnouts  and  other  key  points  on  the  main  and  branch 
lines  with  the  dispatcher's  office  and  later,  semaphore- 
type  signals  were  installed  between  Stoughton  and  Blue 
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The  only  known  view  of  a Blue 
Hill  St.  Ry.  car  at  Dudley 
Street  Terminal,  Boston.  Car 
atrightside  of  station  building. 
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Hill  station.  During  the  summer  months  a starter  was 
stationed  at  Blue  Hill  station  to  handle  the  extra  cars 
between  that  p>oint  and  Mattapan.  There  was  also  a 
starter's  shanty  at  the  railroad  crossing  on  Washington 
street  in  Canton  Center. 

As  previously  stated,  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway 
cormected  with  the  Old  Colony  (later  the  Bay  State) 
and  Bristol  and  Norfolk  Street  Railways  at  Stoughton, 
and  at  Cobb's  Comer,  connections  were  made  with  the 
Sharon  route  of  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon.  This 
line  operated  on  an  hourly  schedule  during  the  winter 
months  and  had  30  minute  service  in  the  summer. 

The  Blue  Hill-NC&S  Canton -Norwood  route  connected 
with  the  Bay  State  and  Norfolk  and  Bristol  Street  Rail- 
ways at  Norwood,  and  in  Readville  the  Blue  Hill  tracks 
dead-ended  at  the  Wolcott  square  terminus  of  the  Bay 
State.  And.  of  course,  there  were  the  connections  with 
the  Bay  State  and  Boston  Elevated  at  Mattapan. 


ROLLING  STOCK 

It  is  practically  impossible  to  present  anywhere  near 
a complete  roster  of  equipment  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street 
Railway,  as  the  only  sources  of  information  about  the 
cars  are  photographs;  various  references  in  the  Electric 
Railway  Journal;  the  equipment  inventories  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Massachusetts  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners; and  the  memories  of  several  individuals. 

The  original  equipment  consisted  of  five  16  foot 
single  tmck  closed  cars  purchased  second-hand  from 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway.  Numbered  6,  8,  10,  12 
and  14,  all  were  former  horsecars,  reportedly  once  used 
on  Atlantic  avenue,  Boston,  and  were  equipped  with 
Thomson- Houston  rheostat  controllers  and  West  End  57 
trucks. 

The  cars  were  run  under  their  ownjxjwer  from  Boston 
to  Stoughton  and  down  Porter  street  to  the  railroad 


One  of  the  Laconia  16-22 
Class  at  Stoughton  Square  in 


1902. 
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No.  16,  one  of  the  7 single 
truck  semi  - convertibles 
purchased  from  Wason  in 
1909. 


CCH 


No.  29,  one  of  the  five  10 
bench  opens  purchased  from 
Wason  in  1909. 


CCH 


crossing.  They  were  dragged  over  the  crossing  by  horses 
and,  once  more  on  Blue  Hill  tracks,  continued  under 
their  own  power  to  Canton.  Another  crossing  operation 
was  necessary  here  so  the  cars  could  be  taken  to  the 
car  bam  on  Sherman  street. 

A snow  plow,  probably  of  the  single  tmck  variety, 
was  added  a few  weeks  after  the  passenger  cars  arrived. 

Foiir  28  foot  double  truck  railroad  roof  closed  cars 
of  the  semi-convertible  type  (Nos.  16,  18,  20  and  22) 
were  purchased  from  the  Laconia  Car  Company  in  early 
1900  and  by  September  of  that  year,  equipment  of  the 
Blue  Hill  included  nine  closed  cars,  one  open,  one  ex- 
perimental car,  and  one  snow  plow.  The  nature  of  the 
experimental  car  is  unknown  except  that  it  had  electric 
or  magnetic  brakes. 

The  opencar  is  thought  to  have  been  of  the  13  bench 
type,  built  by  Laconia. 


Anotheropen  car(of  unknown  type)  was  added  in  1901 
and  in  1902  five  12  bench  opens  and  a platform  freight 
car  were  added  to  the  roster.  One  of  the  single  tmck 
closed  cars  was  converted  to  a work  car. 

Eight  new  cars  were  purchased  and  five  were  sold 
during  1903.  The  new  cars  are  believed  to  have  been 
of  the  12  bench  open  type.  Those  sold  included  the  two 
original  opens  and  three  closed  cars,  probably  the  single 
tmckers  purchased  in  1899. 

The  official  returns  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway 
to  the  Railroad  Commissioners  for  the  year  ended  Sep- 
tember 30,  1904  report  the  purchase  of  12  cars  and  the 
sale  of  four.  Among  the  new  cars  were  seven  25  foot 
double  tmck  closed,  built  by  Laconia;  three  12  bench 
open;  one  double  tmck  snow  plow;  and  one  other  car 
of  unknown  type.  There  is  no  information  about  the 
cars  sold,  other  than  that  the  Blue  Hill  received  $6130 
for  them. 
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The  Great  Blue  Hill  appears  in  the  background  in  this  photo  of  No.  16 
near  the  Canton-Milton  town  line  during  the  winter  of  1902-03. 


Car  12  pauses  on  Washington  Street.  Canton  Corner,  opposite  the  town  cemetery. 
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No.  12,  equipped  with  vestibules,  at  the 
eanton  Junction  carhouse  about  1903.  This 
car  was  used  on  the  Readville  branch  for 
the  most  part. 


CLS 


11 


CLS  No.  44,  Laconia-built  in  1903,  at  the  new  Cobb's  Comer  carhouse. 

Canton,  on  September  25,  1909.  Car  was  later  sold. 


(The  official  Laconia  order  book  lists  the  purchase 
of  eleven  25  foot  closed  cars  by  the  Blue  Hill  Street 
Railway  about  1903  but  this  number  of  cars  was  never 
actually  received.  In  all  probability  some  of  them 
were  diverted  to  other  Stone  & Webster  properties.) 

Tlie  seven  closed  cars  added  by  the  Blue  Hill  had 
square  monitor  roofs  and  were  equipped  with  Brill  27G 
trucks.  They  were  numbered  34  even  through  46. 

A third  snow  plow  and  another  freight  car  were  added 
in  1905.  As  of  September  30  of  that  year,  equipment 
of  the  Blue  Hill  included  12  closed  cars,  16  opens,  10 
work  cars,  three  snow  plows,  and  two  freight  cars. 

The  closed  cars  at  this  time  are  believed  to  have 
been  No.  12,  one  of  the  single  truck  type  to  which 
vestibules  had  been  added;  Nos.  16,  18,  20  and  22,  the 
four  28  foot  semi-convertibles;  and  Nos.  34,  36,  38, 
40,  42,  44  and  46 -the •seven 25  foot  closed  cars.  No. 
12,  used  primarily  on  the  Readville  branch,  had  been 
re-equipped  with  Bemis  tmeks  and  the  four  semi-con- 
vertibles had  Laconia  trucks. 

AH  the  16  open  cars  were  of  the  12  bench  type  and 
bore  odd  numbers  in  the  20,  30,  40,  50  and  60  series. 
The  only  consecutive  series  were  Nos.  51-65,  eight 
cars  purchased  from  Stephenson  in  1903-04. 

The  work  cars  included  a line  car,  a four  wheel  flat 
trailer  and  seven  or  eight  side  dumps,  used  in  building 
the  Mattapan  extension. 

According  to  the  U.  S.  Street  and  Electric  Railway 


Census  of  1907,  the  Blue  Hill  owned  12  closed  and  16 
open  cars,  11  work  and  miscellaneous  cars,  and  diree 
snow  plows.  Of  these,  32  were  motor  cars  and  10  were 
trailers,  all  the  latter  being  work  equipment.  There 
were  17  two  motor  and  12  four  motor  equipments  and 
26  cars  had  air  brakes. 

Among  those  with  four  motors  and  air  brakes  were 
all  the  double  tmek  closed  cars  and  probably  the  double 
tmek  snow  plow.  The  open  cars  had  two  motors  and 
some  were  equipped  with  Brill  22E  maximum  traction 
trucks,  later  replaced  by  trucks  of  tlie  Brill  27G  type. 
Most  of  them  had  air  brakes. 

The  Census  makes  no  reference  to  the  two  freight 
cars  owned  by  the  Blue  Hill  although  they  were  still 
on  the  property.  As  a matter  of  fact,  during  1907,  the 
Blue  Hill  was  authorized  to  act  as  a common  carrier 
of  freight  and  express  but  so  far  as  is  known,  such  a 
business  was  never  inaugurated.  The  U.  S.  Mail  was 
carried  for  a time  on  regular  passenger  cars,  probably 
from  Canton  Center  to  Ponkapoag. 

One  car.  No.  34,  was  turned  over  to  the  Brockton  & 
Plymouth  Street  Railway,  another  Stone  & Webster 
property,  during  1908.  This  probably  took  place  after 
the  Blue  Hill  stopped  running  through  to  Dudley  street 
and  hence  did  not  require  as  many  closed  cars. 

Disaster  struck  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  shortly 
before  seven  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  February 
21,  1909,  when  the  Canton  Junction  carhouse  was  de- 
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Interior  of  car  No.  44. 


stroyed  by  fire.  Every  car  in  the  bam,  numbering  16 
open  and  five  closed  cars,  was  lost.  The  only  equipment 
not  burned  were  six  double  tmck  closed  of  the  34-46 
series,  out  on  the  line  at  the  time  of  the  blaze,  and 
some  work  cars  which  were  stored  out  of  doors.  Two 
open  cars,  one  10  bench  and  one  12  bench,  of  the 
Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon  were  also  burned. 

To  replace  the  cars  destroyed,  the  Blue  Hill  placed 
an  order  with  the  Wason  Manufacturing  Company  of 
Springfield,  Mass,  for  seven  21  foot  single  tmck  monitor 
roof  semi-convertibles,  five  10  bench  single  tmck 
monitor  roof  opens,  two  four  wheel  nose  plows,  and  one 
single  tmck  work  car. 

The  semis  were  numbered  10  even  through  22  and 
the  opens  21  odd  through  29.  The  plows  were  numbered 
1 and  2 but  the  work  car  was  given  no  number.  The 
last  was  subsequently  fitted  with  a tower  for  line  work. 

All  were  equipped  with  two  GE80  motors,  K-11  con- 
trollers and  hand  brakes.  The  passenger  cars  and  the 
work  car  had  Standard  tmcks  at  first,  later  being  re- 
placed by  Taylor  tmcks. 

At  the  same  time  it  placed  the  order  with  Wason, 
the  Blue  Hill  purchased  four  second-hand  10  bench 
Wason  opens  from  the  Holyoke  Street  Railway.  They 
were  numbered  in  the  40  series  (probably  43,  45,  47 
and  49)  and  were  equipped  with  Bemis  tmcks. 

Three  more  10  bench  opens  (Nos.  31,  33  and  35), 
built  by  Jackson  and  Sharp,  were  purchased  second-hand 


in  1910  and  another  two  (Nos.  53  and  55)  were  added 
in  1914. 

Th.e  three  Jackson  and  Sharp  cars  rode  on  Lord  Bal- 
timore tmcks. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  seven  semi-convertibles  from 
Wason  in  the  fall  of  1909,  the  six  Laconia  double  tmck 
closed  cars  were  sold.  The  Blue  Hill  managementhad 
decided  to  operate  single  tmck  cars  exclusively  in 
order  to  reduce  expenses. 

As  of  June  30,  1915,  equipment  of  the  Blue  Hill  in- 
cluded the  seven  semi-convertibles  and  14  open  cars, 
one  line  car,  one  dump  trailer,  one  flat  trailer,  and 
two  snow  plows.  Two  opens  were  retired  in  1917  but 
the  remaining  cars  continued  in  service  until  abandon- 
ment of  the  road  in  early  1920. 

One  of  the  semi-convertibles.  No.  20,  was  experi- 
mentally equipped  with  double  tmcks  (at  a cost  of 
$1400)  in  December,  1919,  but  the  Phiblic  Service 
Commission  reportedly  refused  to  allow  the  hybrid  thus 
produced  to  be  placed  in  regular  service.  The  Blue 
Hill  also  sought  to  operate  its  closed  cars  with  one  man 
but  the  PUC  refused  permission  because  the  equipment 
had  no  air  brakes.  So  two  man  operation  continued 
right  up  to  the  end  of  service. 

During  periods  of  heavy  traffic  after  1909,  the  Blue 
Hill  would  occasionally  run  short  of  cars  and  would 
have  to  borrow  equipment  from  the  Brockton  & Plymouth 
Street  Railway.  These  were  usually  the  15  bench 
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Two  single  truck  nose  plows  were  purchased  from  Wason  in  1909.  Above  is  a builder's  view  of  No.  1. 


CLS  One  of  the  three  Jackson  & Sharp  10  bench 
opens  purchased  second-hand  in  1909. 


Laconia  opens  owned  by  the  B&P  and  they  were  primar- 
ily operated  as  special  cars. 

Foreign  cars  were  frequently  seen  on  the  Blue  Hill, 
particularly  between  Mattapan  and  Blue  Hill  station, 
conveying  special  parties  to  or  from  Blue  Hill  Reserva- 
tion. Boston  Elevated  and  Bay  State  specials  occasion- 
ally ran  through  to  Sharon  on  the  Norwood,  Canton  and 
Sharon. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  cars  to  visit  Blue  Hill  track- 
age was  No.  2697,  single  truck  parlor  car  of  the  Bay 
State  Street  Railway.  During  World  War  I,  the  State 
Department  of  Health,  in  cooperation  with  the  U.  S. 
Food  Administration,  chartered  this  vehicle  to  transport 
an  exhibit  of  wheat  conservation  methods  throughout 
Massachusetts  and  in  the  course  of  its  travels,  the  car 
visited  Canton.  It  was  parked  at  the  jxmction  of  Sher- 
man and  Washington  streets  for  a day  or  so  and  attracted 
many  visitors. 

After  abandonment  of  the  Blue  Hill,  all  cars  were 
stored  in  the  carhouse  and  remained  there  until  late 
1921  when  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

CARHOUSES  AND  POWER  STATIONS 

The  Canton  Junction  carhouse  of  the  Blue  Hill  was  a 
wooden  frame  building  and  at  first  had  only  four  tracks, 
two  more  being  added  about  1903-04  when  additional 
rolling  stock  was  acquired. 

Because  this  building  was  located  on  a side  track 
(i.e.,  the  Norwood  branch),  the  entire  time  of  one  man 
was  required  to  shift  cars  to  and  from  the  main  line. 
This  was  both  inconvenient  and  expensive  and  when 
the  carhouse  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  February,  1909, 
it  was  decided  to  build  at  a new  location,  and  Cobb's 
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CLS  Bay  State  No.  2697,  the  wheat  conservation  car,  which  visited  the  Blue  Hill 

Street  Ry.  in  1918.  This  particular  view  was  taken  in  Taunton. 


CLS 

The  original  Canton  Jimction  carhouse.  Opens  31  and  41  show  in  the  two  center 
doorways.  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Februrary  21,  1909. 
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Building  the  new  carhouse  at  Cobb's  Comer  in  1909.  The  three  opens 
are  those  purchased  second-hand  from  the  Holyoke  Street  Railway. 


CLS 

Comer,  at  the  Canton-Sharon-Stoughton  town  line, 
was  chosen  as  the  site. 

While  the  new  carhouse  was  under  construction,  Blue 
Hill  cars  were  serviced  at  the  NC&S'  small  bam  in 
Sharon. 

The  Electric  Railway  Journal  of  December  25,  1909 
contains  a complete  description  of  the  new  carhouse 
and  is  quoted  in  part  as  follows: 

"The  new  carhouse  was  specially  designed  for  econ- 
omical operation.  It  is  located  on  a side  hill  where 
the  drainage  is  good  and  all  the  pits  were  built  slanting 
toward  one  end,  so  that  water  would  not  accumulate 
in  them,  even  in  very  wet  weather.  The  carhouse  proper 
is  150  feet  long  and  100  feet  wide,  with  a storage  house 
on  one  side  200  feet  long  and  24  feet  wide.  Fifty  feet 
beyond  the  carhouse  is  located  the  paint  shop,  50  feet 
long  and  23  feet  wide.  There  are  a number  of  skylights 
and  artificial  light  is  required  on  only  very  dark  days. 

"The  storage  house  was  put  on  the  north  side  of  the 
building  in  order  to  protect  the  carhouse  and  shop  from 
the  north  winds  and  thus  reduce  the  amount  of  heat 
required  in  the  winter.  Three  men  handle  the  repair 
and  inspection  work  in  the  shops,  compared  with  a 
force  of  seven  men  in  the  old  shops.  There  are  three 
pits  and  every  car  on  the  line  can  be  placed  over  the 
pits  at  night,  necessitating  no  moving  of  rolling  stock 
in  the  shop.  Among  the  shop  tools  are  a car  body  jack, 
which  enables  bodies  to  be  handled  with  ease  and  speed; 


a pit  jack  for  wheel  renewals  and  a trolley  carrier 
above  the  pits,  which  affords  easy  and  rapid  connection 
with  the  shop  when  handling  armatures  and  trucks. 
One  man  can  handle  an  armature  with  this  carrier 
without  assistance.  The  wash  room  for  the  cars  is  well 
heated. 

"The  office  is  located  in  the  extreme  southwestern 
part  of  the  building  and  is  equipped  with  a fireproof 
vault  for  the  storage  of  records.  The  old  carhouse  did 
not  have  this  provision.  A special  feature  is  the  pro- 
vision of  separate  lavatories  for  conductors  and  motor- 
men  and  for  shop  men.  In  the  new  carhouse,  stock 
room  material  can  be  handled  by  the  carrier  system 
mentioned  above,  which  serves  the  blacksmith  shop  as 
well  as  the  machine  shop. 

"The  carhouse  proper  has  a capacity  of  16  cars  and 
the  storage  house  a capacity  of  12  cars. 

"The  paint  shop  is  a cheap  building,  costing  only  a 
few  hundred  dollars.  The  separation  of  the  paint  shop 
from  the  otherbuildingsby  50  feet  enabled  the  company 
to  insure  the  rest  of  the  property  against  fire  without 
regard  to  the  paint  shop  and  thus  save  a good  deal  of 
money.  A track  is  run  through  to  the  paint  shop  and 
the  latter  is  readily  accessible  for  the  entrance  and 
exit  of  cars." 

The  fxjwer  house  in  Springdale  had  for  equipment 
one  Green- Wheelock  cross  compound  condensing  engine 
direct  connected  to  a 550  volt  d.c.  generator  and  one 
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CLS  No.  44  in  front  of  the  partially  completed  Cobb's  Corner  carhouse  in  September,  1909. 


Arlington  - Sims  engine  connected  to  a second  d.c. 
generator  for  auxiliary  purposes.  The  two  engines  de- 
veloped a total  of  650  h.p.  and  the  total  output  of  the 
station  was  487  Kw. 

Power  for  the  Mattapan- Milton  end  of  the  main  line 
was  purchased  from  the  Hyde  Park  generating  plant  of 
the  Bay  State  Street  Railway.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Blue  Hill  provided  most  of  the  power  for  the  operation 
of  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon  Street  Railway. 

TRACK  AND  OVERHEAD 

The  original  trackage  of  the  Blue  Hill  was  built  with 
56  pound  T and  90  pound  girder  rail  but  later  extensions 
were  constructedwith  60  pound  T and  108  poimd  girder 
steel.  Ties  were  set  on  two  foot  centers  and  rails  were 
laid  with  staggered  joints,  as  in  steam  railroad  practice. 
Gravel  ballast  was  used. 

Overhead  construction  in  1902  consisted  of  10.04 
miles  side  bracket  and  .63  mile  span  wire  suspension. 
By  1907  there  were  15.06  miles  side  bracket  suspension, 
,10  mile  span  wire  and  .20  mile  center  pole.  The 
number  of  poles  per  mile  of  overhead  varied  from  56 
to  70. 

About  three  miles  of  the  side  bracket  suspension  was 
of  the  double  length  variety.  This  was  located  on  the 
double  track  between  Blue  Hill  station  and  Mattapan. 

From  all  indications,  the  Blue  Hill  did  not  spend 
enough  for  maintenance  purposes  and  the  track  and 


roadw'ay  suffered  from  this  deficiency.  When  the  single 
truck  cars  were  purchased  in  1909,  some  joints  were 
rebuilt  and  a number  of  guard  rails  were  installed  on 
the  sharper  curves— but  this  was  about  all  that  was  done. 

The  1915  report  of  the  Public  Service  Commission 
described  the  condition  of  the  roadbed,  track  and  over- 
head of  the  Blue  Hill  as  follows: 

"The  heavier  sections  of  rail  are  in  fair  condition 
but  the  lighter  sections  are  becoming  badly  worn  in 
many  places,  especially  on  curves.  It  would  appear 
that  nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  ties  in  the  track  are  10 


CV  A builder's  photo  of  the  single  truck  work 
car  purchased  by  the  Blue  Hill  in  1909. 
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or  more  years  old.  These  are  in  poor  condition  and 
should  be  renewed  very  soon.  Nearly  all  of  the  ties, 
even  those  renewed  in  recent  years,  are  of  inferior  size 
as  compared  with  standard  specifications. 

"There  are  many  curves  where  guard  rails  should  be 
installed.  Other  work  connected  with  the  track,  such 
as  renewing  some  of  the  special  work,  improving  drain- 
age, etc.,  should  be  performed  in  the  next  two  or  three 
years.  Many  p>oles  are  nearing  the  end  of  their  natural 
life  and  the  trolley  wire  will  have  to  be  renewed  in 
many  places  very  soon.  The  fact  that  the  cars  are  of 
the  single  truck  type  with  long  wheel  bases  makes  it 
the  more  important  that  the  curves  be  well  guarded 
and  the  rails  and  ties  be  kept  in  proper  condition." 

Actually,  very  few  of  the  PSC's  recommendations 
were  carried  out  as  the  Blue  Hill  simply  did  not  have 
the  money  to  do  the  work.  Only  the  most  essential 
maintenance  was  performed  and  this  was  concentrated 
on  the  most  heavily  traveled  portion  of  the  line— be- 
tween Mattapan  and  the  Blue  Hill  Reservation. 

FARES 

For  about  eight  years  the  Blue  Hill  operated  at  a 
basic  five  cent  fare,  with  main  line  fare  limits  extend- 
ing from  Mattapan  to  the  Ponkapoag  post  office;  from 
Blue  Hill  station  to  Cobb's  Comer  and  from  Canton 
Center  to  Stoughton,  The  first  and  second  zones  over- 
lapped between  Ponkapoag  and  Blue  Hill  station  and 
the  second  and  third  zones  overlapped  between  Canton 
Center  and  Cobb's. 

The  fare  from  Canton  to  Norwood  was  10  cents  (15 
cents  from  Mattapan  to  Norwood)  and  the  Readville 
branch  had  a five  cent  fare.  In  addition,  another  five 
cents  was  collected  by  the  Boston  Elevated  when  Blue 
Hill  cars  were  operating  between  Mattapan  and  Dudley 
street. 

With  an  accrued  deficit  of  over  $55,000  on  the  books 
in  early  1908,  the  Blue  Hill  placed  a one  cent  fare 
increase— from  five  to  six  cents— in  effect  on  January  5 
of  that  year.  Residents  of  Canton  and  Stoughton  pro- 
tested the  boost  to  the  Railroad  Commissioners,  but 
that  board,  on  April  14,  sustained  the  action  of  the 
company. 

On  March  9,  1915,  the  Blue  Hill  served  notice  of  its 
intention  to  increase  the  cash  fare  from  six  to  eight 
cents;  to  sell  tickets  at  the  rate  of  seven  for  50  cents; 
and  to  provide  special  school  tickets  at  10  for  40  cents. 

The  new  fare  schedule  was  to  go  into  effect  April  15 
but  its  suspension  was  ordered  by  the  Public  Service 
Commission  pending  a hearing.  Then,  on  May  3,  the 
company  offered  another  plan  whereby  a fourth  fare 
zone  would  be  created  and  the  unit  fare  would  be  de- 
creased from  six  to  five  cents.  The  four  zones  proposed 
were  as  follows; 

Mattapan  to  Blue  Hill  street  4.36  miles 

Blue  Hill  street  to  Unitarian  Hall,  Canton  2.61  " 

Unitarian  Hall,  Canton,  to  East  Sharon  2.85  " 

East  Sharon  to  Stoughton  2.85  " 

This  system  did  not  prove  acceptable  to  the  PSC  due 
to  the  length  of  the  first  zone  and  the  fact  that  no  over- 


lapping privileges  were  provided.  As  an  alternative, 
the  Commission  divided  the  main  line  into  four  sections, 
A,  B,  C and  D,  as  follows; 

A.  Mattapan  to  Blue  Hill  street.  Canton,  including 
the  branch  to  Readville. 

B.  Blue  Hill  station  to  Unitarian  Hall,  Canton. 

C.  Unitarian  Hall,  Canton,  to  Cobb's  Corner,  including 
branch  to  Norwood- Canton  town  line. 

D.  Cobb's  Comer  to  Stoughton  Square. 

The  fare  for  Section  A was  set  at  six  cents  and  for 
Sections  B,  C and  D,  five  cents.  Tickets,  good  for  a 
continuous  journey  between  Stoughton  Square  and  Can- 
ton Center,  were  to  be  sold  at  a rate  of  eight  for  50 
cents  and  special  students'  tickets  were  available  in 
strips  of  10  for  one  half  the  cash  fare.  Necessary  free 
transfer  privileges  within  the  fare  sections  were  to  be 
granted. 

( The  transfers  were  issued  chiefly  to  passengers  chang- 
ing to  and  from  Norwood  cars  at  Canton  Center.) 

By  order  of  the  Commission,  the  new  rates  went  into 
effect  September  1,  1915. 

The  Blue  Hill  changed  ownership  in  late  1917  and 
early  in  1918  another  fare  hike  was  sought.  This  in- 
crease, which  went  into  effect  June  15,  boosted  the 
rate  in  Section  A from  six  to  seven  cents  and  from  five 
to  six  cents  in  the  other  sections. 

Another  one  cent  fare  increase,  from  seven  to  eight 
cents  in  Section  A and  from  six  to  seven  cents  in  the 
other  sections,  became  effective  December  1,  1918. 

A return  to  the  three  overlapping  fare  zones,  with  a 
rate  of  10  cents  per  zone,  was  proposed  in  mid-1919 
when  a new  schedule  was  filed  with  the  Public  Service 
Commission  for  approval.  The  first  zone  would  have 
extended  from  Mattapan  to  Turnpike  street,  at  the 
Ponkapoag  post  office,  in  Canton;  the  second  from  Blue 
Hill  station  to  Cobb's  Comer;  and  the  third  from  Mem- 
orial Hall,  Canton,  to  Stoughton  Square.  A 10  cent 
fare  was  to  be  charged  between  Canton  Junction  and 
Cobb's  Comer  or  Blue  Hill  station. 

However,  in  response  to  public  demand,  the  Blue  Hill 
altered  its  fare  plan  to  provide  six  five  cent  zones  in- 
stead of  the  three  10  cent  sections.  This  schedule  went 
into  effect  August  15  and  was  as  follows; 

1.  From  and  to  points  between  Stoughton  Square 
and  Turnout  No.  14,  West  Stoughton. 

2.  From  and  to  points  between  Turnout  No.  14  and 
the  junction  of  Sherman  and  Washington  streets.  Canton. 

3.  From  and  to  points  between  the  junction  of  High 
and  Washington  streets.  Canton,  and  Turnout  No.  5 at 
the  junction  of  Kenney  and  Washington  streets.  Canton, 
including  the  branch  to  Canton  Junction. 

4.  From  and  to  points  between  Unitarian  Hall,  Can- 
ton, and  Blue  Hill  station,  near  the  Milton-Canton  town 
line. 

5.  From  and  to  points  between  the  junction  of  Blue 
Hill  and  Washington  streets.  Canton,  and  the  junction 
of  Perkins  avenue  and  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Milton. 

6.  From  and  to  points  between  Perkins  avenue, 
Milton,  and  Mattapan  Square,  Boston. 
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CLS  The  ruins  of  the  Cobb's  Comer  on  Oct.  21,  1921.  Line  car  at  left 

was  one  of  the  two  cars  saved  from  the  fire. 


19 


No.  16  on  Washington  street,  Canton,  just 
north  of  the  Canton  Center  railroad  crossing. 


CLS 
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BLUE  HILL  STREET  RAILWAY 


Financial  Record  - 1900-1915 


Year 

Re ve  nues 

Operating 

Expenses 

Gross 

Income 

1900 

$14,535.93 

$21,244.67 

$ 6,708.74* 

190  1 

18,563.01 

24,991.60 

6,428.59* 

1902 

25,133.39 

25,261.68 

128,29* 

1903 

37,231.83 

31,378.92 

5,852.91 

1904 

72,864.10 

59,638.24 

13,225.86 

190  5 

78,198.25 

63,159.13 

15,039.12 

1906 

86,344.03 

6 1,599.63 

24,744.40 

1907 

84,666.24 

66,828.94 

17,837.30 

1908 

90,020.93 

73,03  1.64 

16,989.29 

1909 

80,117,33 

55,591.65 

24,525.68 

1910(x) 

55,813.21 

38,767.29 

17,045.92 

1911 

92,817.43 

58,534.30 

34,283.13 

1912 

95,006.32 

59,702.26 

35,304.06 

1913 

94,615.23 

65,352.02 

29,263.21 

1914 

95,224.38 

65,204.86 

30,019.52 

1915 

91,465.76 

68,842.76 

22,623.00 

Total  Deficit 

June  30,  1915 

- $ 46,053.99 

Lo  ans  Payable 

tt 

$158,500.00 

(x)  Year  ending  June  30,  1910.  Previously,  the  fiscal  years  ended  on  Sept. 
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Net 

Income 
$ 7,970.41* 
11,285. 16* 
7,393.45* 
84.67 
6,358.78* 
6,070,34* 
1,078.88 
7,040.32* 
8,769.87* 
29.89 
1,460.26* 
8,767.58 
12,033.27 
5,007.76 
4,940.50 
1,126.68* 
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Special  tickets,  good  only  on  cars  running  between 
Cobb's  Comer  and  points  on  the  Canton  Junction  branch, 
were  sold  in  strips  of  10  for  70  cents. 

A move  temporarily  to  increase  the  zone  fares  from 
five  to  seven  cents  was  announced  on  January  30, 1920, 
but  before  the  petition  was  presented  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commission,  the  Blue  Hill  abandoned  service. 

FINANCIAL  AND  CORPORATE 

From  the  very  beginning  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway 
was  a losing  proposition.  For  the  first  three  years  reve- 
nues weren't  even  enough  to  meet  operating  expenses, 
and  in  1903,  after  the  openingof  the  extension  toMat- 
tapan,  the  net  divisible  income  was  only  $84.67. 

In  view  of  this  dismal  financial  record  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  when  $250,000  in  first  mortgage  20  year 
five  percent  gold  bonds  were  issued  in  1903,  they  were 
sold  at  a discount  of  5-1/2  per  cent,  or  $13,750. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  during  the  first  15  years  of 
operation  the  company  registered  deficits  on  eight 
occasions,  and  as  of  June  30,  1915  the  total  deficit  of 
the  Blue  Hill  stood  at  $46,053.99.  At  the  same  time, 
loans  and  notes  payable  totalled  $158,500. 

Obviously,  the  Blue  Hill  was  never  able  to  pay  any 
dividends  to  its  stockholders  and  the  loans  and  notes 
payable  represented  monies  borrowed  through  Stone  & 
Webster  to  make  bond  interest  payments  as  they  fell  due. 

The  chief  trouble  with  the  Blue  Hill  was  the  concen- 
tration of  most  of  its  business  into  the  relatively  short 
period  between  Memorial  Day  and  Labor  Day  when 
there  was  heavy  riding  to  the  Blue  Hill  Reservation 
from  Boston  and  other  communities  in  the  area.  Any 
profits  earned  during  this  season  were  more  than  offset 
by  the  losses  incurred  during  the  rest  of  the  year  when 
patronage  was  light  and  expenses  were  the  heaviest. 

One  reason  for  the  lack  of  traffic  during  the  fall, 
winter  and  spring  was  the  small  populations  of  the  towns 
served  by  the  railway.  For  example,  in  1910,  Stoughton 
had  a population  of  6316,  Canton  had  4797  and  Milton 
had  7924,  or  a total  of  about  19,000.  There  was  little 
riding  between  the  villages  and  almost  no  through 
riding  between  Stoughton  or  Canton  and  Boston  because 
of  the  competition  of  the  New  Haven  Railroad.  About 
the  only  segments  of  the  Blue  Hill  which  did  any  appre- 
ciable business  were  those  between  Stoughton  and  West 
Stoughton,  between  Cobb'sComer  and  Canton  Junction, 
and  between  Mattapan  and  points  on  Blue  Hill  avenue— 
and  dien  only  during  certain  hours  of  the  day. 

Because  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  was  a side-of- 
the-road  affair,  it  was  particularly  vulnerable  to  private 
automobile  competition  and  as  the  number  of  motor 
vehicles  increased,  even  the  heavy  summer  traffic  be- 
gan to  fall  off. 

The  Blue  Hill  did  everything  possible  to  increase  its 
business.  Band  concerts  were  held  at  Great  Blue  Hill 
every  Sunday  afternoon  during  the  summer  months  and 
on  Saturdays,  scavenger  hunts  were  held  for  the  children. 
Advertisements  of  the  railway  stressed  the  thrill  of 
climbing  to  the  summit  of  Great  Blue  Hill,  with  its 
magnificent  view  and  its  cooling  breezes,  even  on  the 
hottest  days.  "Bring  your  picnic  lunch  and  spend  the 


day  in  the  Blue  Hill  Reservation,"  the  ads  said;  but 
they  didn't  mention  that  the  slopes  of  Great  Blue  Hill 
had  a heavy  snake  population. 

Sunday  school  picnic  specials  were  actively  solicited 
by  the  railway  and  a favorite  destination  for  such  affairs 
was  Houghton's  Pond  inCanton.  Passengers  had  to  walk 
a short  distance  after  leaving  the  trolleys  on  Washington 
street  but  nobody  minded  the  hike.  There  was  a time 
when  the  Blue  Hill  talked  about  building  a branch  down 
Blue  Hill  street  to  Houghton's  Pond,  but  nothing  ever 
came  of  it. 

The  fare  increase  in  1915  produced  a small  profit 
in  1916  but  the  company  was  again  in  the  red  in  1917, 
and  on  October  29  of  that  year  Stone  & Webster  sold 
its  1571  shares  of  stock,  a controlling  interest  in  the 
Blue  Hill,  to  Michael  A.  Cavanaugh  of  Roxbury  for 
about  $30,000— or  less  than  $20  a share. 

At  the  time,  Cavanaugh  was  president  of  the  East 
Taunton  and  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon  Street 
Railways  and  was  general  manager  of  the  Norfolk  and 
Bristol  Street  Railway. 

Cavanaughwas  no  more  successful  than  Stone  & Web- 
ster in  operating  the  road,  and  for  the  year  ending  Dec- 
ember 31,  1918  the  Blue  Hill  hadanetloss  of  $26,816.91, 
nearly  double  the  1917  deficit  of  $14,542.54.  The 
company  owed  more  than  $200,000,  including  notes 
and  loans  payable  and  accrued  interest  on  the  bonded 
indebtedness. 

With  the  affairs  of  the  railway  in  this  sad  condition, 
several  of  its  creditors  and  the  Old  Colony  Trust  Com- 
pany, trustee  for  the  bondholders,  brought  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Judicial  court  and  on  April  9,  1919,  George 
Spaulding,  superintendent  of  the  Blue  Hill,  was  named 
receiver. 

On  the  date  of  receivership  the  Blue  Hill  had  an 
accrued  deficit  of  $90,700  on  its  books  and  current 
liabilities  totalled  $201,877.46.  Both  of  these  were 
wiped  out  by  the  court  action. 

MANAGEMENT 

After  the  original  incorporation  of  the  Blue  Hill 
Street  Railway  in  1899  there  were  few  major  changes 
in  company  officials  over  the  years.  Since  Stone  & 
Webster  held  the  controlling  interest  in  the  road,  offi- 
cials of  that  utility  concern  doubled  in  brass  as  officers 
of  the  Blue  Hill. 

The  Stone  & Webster  Management  Corporation  was 
listed  as  general  managers  of  the  Blue  Hill  for  many 
years.  Preston  Player  was  local  manager  and  Albert 
H.  Walcott  served  as  superintendent. 

Frank  T.  Buchanan  of  Canton  became  superintendent 
of  the  road  in  1908  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until 
December,  1917  when  he  resigned,  following  the  sale 
of  the  Blue  Hill  property  to  the  Cavanaugh  interests. 
He  was  succeeded  by  George  Spaulding,  former  general 
foreman  of  the  company, 

Spaulding  also  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Nor- 
wood, Canton  and  Sharon  Street  Railway  in  1919. 

Officials  of  the  Blue  Hill  from  October  29,  1917  • 
until  receivership  included  Michael  A.  Cavanaugh, 
president  and  general  manager;  Ray  C.  Cavanaugh, 
vice-president  and  treasurer;  James  P.  Dmm,  clerk; 
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and  Allan  Forbes,  James  Meehan,  William  E.  Russell, 
Everett  Maxwell  and  S.  F.  O'Hara,  directors. 

WRECKS  AND  ACCIDENTS 

The  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  appears  to  have  been 
fairly  free  from  serious  accidents  over  the  years,  but 
there  was  one  bad  smash— a head-on  collision  between 
two  double  truck  closed  cars  of  the  34-46  series  on 
October  10,  1904. 

Forbes  turnout  in  Canton,  a regular  meeting  point 
for  mainline  cars,  was  the  scene  of  the  collision  which 
occurred  when  a Mattapan-bound  car,  descending  a 
hill  near  Blue  Hill  street  (the  junction  of  the  present 
Routes  128  and  138)  was  unable  to  stop  because  of  wet 
leaves  on  the  rail,  and  with  brakes  locked,  slid  right 
through  the  switch  to  crash  into  a car  coming  from 
Mattapan. 

One  person  was  killed  and  several  others  were  in- 
jured, including  one  James  Dugan,  a motorman,  who 
suffered  fractures  of  both  legs.  Both  cars  were  badly 
damaged  and  claims  from  the  accident  cost  the  Blue 
Hill  thousands  of  dollars  in  settlements. 

After  the  purchase  of  the  single  tmck  cars  in  1909 
there  were  numerous  derailments  when  cars  left  the 
rails  on  unguarded  curves.  The  mishaps  were  blamed 
on  the  tmcks,  rather  than  the  track,  and  tmcks  of  a 
new  type  were  purchased  to  replace  those  with  which 
cars  were  originally  equipped. 

DECLINE  AND  ABANDONlVlENT 

Following  abandonment  of  the  Readville  branch  in 
1915,  the  Blue  Hill  effected  no  major  operating  changes 
until  March,  1918  when  Canton-Norwood  through  ser- 
vice was  discontinued. 

This  was  brought  about  when  the  Public  Service 
Commission  ordered  the  Norwood,  Canton  and  Sharon 
Street  Railway  to  suspend  operation  because  of  the 
unsafe  condition  of  the  track  and  roadbed. 

As  a substitute,  the  Blue  Hill  operated  "train  cars" 
from  Cobb' s Comer  to  Canton  Jimction  and  the  Canton- 
Norwood  town  line.  The  schedule  was  an  irregular  one, 
with  service  being  given  only  when  trains  to  and  from 
Boston  were  due  to  arrive  at  the  junction. 

Riding  continued  to  decrease  and  early  in  1919  M.A. 
Cavanaugh  requested  the  town  of  Stoughton  to  render 
financial  aid  to  the  railway  in  order  that  operations 
might  be  continued.  Such  assistance  was  possible  under 
Chapter  288  of  the  General  Laws  of  1918,  an  act  which 
permitted  cities  and  towns  to  contribute  toward  the 
operating  costs  and  fixed  charges  of  street  railways 
operating  within  their  boundaries.  But  the  voters  of 
Stoughton  turned  thumbs  down  on  the  request. 

Following  the  receivership,  several  public  meetings 
were  held  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  difficulties 
of  the  Blue  Hill.  No  tangible  action  was  taken,  and  be- 
cause of  continuing  deficits  the  Supreme  Court  ordered 
the  receiver  to  discontinue  operations  as  of  September 
30. 

Faced  with  the  imminent  loss  of  trolley  service, 
residents  of  Canton  moved  successfully  for  a 15-day 
postponement  of  the  abandonment  date  and  then  called 


a special  town  meeting  to  vote  assistance  to  the  Blue 
Hill.  At  this  meeting,  held  October  15,  the  townspeople 
provided  $1500  for  this  purpose,  specifying  that  pay- 
ments were  to  be  made  on  a monthly  basis  and  were 
not  to  exceed  40  per  cent  of  the  deficit  for  any  one 
month. 

The  operating  loss  for  the  period  from  j^ril  9 to 
December  31,  1919  was  $3018.38  but  this  deficit  was 
reduced  somewhat  through  the  receipt  of  $872.73  in 
contributions  from  the  town  of  Canton  and  from  various 
merchants  of  Milton  and  Sharon  who  were  interested 
in  seeing  street  railway  service  maintained. 

The  winter  of  1919-20  was  an  extremely  severe  one 
in  New  England,  numerous  heavy  snow  storms  forcing 
suspensions  of  service  on  many  street  railways  in  the 
region.  The  Blue  Hill  managed  to  keep  an  hourly 
schedule  going  after  a bad  storm  on  January  17,  but 
the  line  was  badly  crippled  when  three  cars  were  dis- 
abled and  a cylinder  cracked  on  the  steam  engine  at 
the  power  house.  To  make  things  even  worse,  when 
the  damaged  cylinder  was  sent  to  Providence,  R.  I.  for 
repairs,  it  was  lost  in  transit  by  the  express  company. 

The  shutting  down  of  the  Canton  power  station  forced 
the  Blue  Hill  to  depend  on  purchased  power  from  the 
Bay  State's  Hyde  Park  plant,  already  heavily  over- 
burdened. 

Finally  the  missing  cylinder  was  found,  repaired,  and 
re-installed  on  the  engine.  But  then,  on  February  5, 
along  came  another  snow  storm,  worse  than  the  previous 
one,  and  this  was  the  end  for  the  Blue  Hill.  Cars  were 
stranded  at  various  points  on  the  line  when  the  power 
station  coal  supply  ran  out.  The  Bay  State  was  unable 
to  supply  any  energy— so  the  cars  remained  right  where 
they  had  been  snowbound.  It  wasn't  until  a month  or 
more  later  that  the  trolleys  could  be  returned  to  the 
carhouse— never  to  nm  again. 

Late  in  March,  Receiver  Spaulding  sought  authority 
from  the  court  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  and  sell  the 
property  for  junk.  Such  authority  was  granted  April  1, 
and  shortly  thereafter  the  sale  took  place. 

Because  of  efforts  being  made  by  Canton  and  Milton 
parties  to  re-establish  service  over  part  of  the  line,  the 
purchaser  of  the  road  left  the  track  and  overhead  intact 
for  a time.  These  parties  first  attempted  to  induce  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  take  over,  rehabilitate  and 
operate  the  3-1/2  miles  of  route  between  Mattapan 
Square  and  Blue  Hill  station.  When  this  failed,  they 
tried  to  get  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway 
to  act — and  when  this  proved  unsuccessful,  they  tried 
to  raise  enough  money  to  buy  that  portion  of  the  line. 
Again  they  met  with  failure,  and  finally,  in.  1922,  dis- 
mantling of  the  road  commenced. 

In  the  meantime,  on  October  23,  1921,  the  Cobb's 
Comer  carhouse  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  all  but  two 
cars,  one  of  the  semi-convertibles  and  the  line  car, 
were  lost.  These  two  were  subsequently  scrapped. 

Also  lost  in  the  fire  were  a number  of  new  Olds- 
mobiles,  owned  by  a local  dealer,  which  were  being 
stored  in  the  carhouse  building. 

The  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  as  a corporation  was 
formally  dissolved  by  an  act  of  the  state  legislature  in 
1931— eleven  years  after  the  line  was  abandoned. 
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Summer  Schedule,  1906. 

{WEEK  DJfrS.) 


i.  WflnCB  ('jt  KeaJvi!!c  • N■c^fc«^  p«'Ot 
IVijot  ti'  ronkaisvt^'  Ik'rt'i.  j Chsnf 


The  above  jci»cduie  ^ive->  ihrousb  ca»s  only  inictnied.Me 
ififw  a'r  run  l>«vvcen  Dudley  Street  Terminal  and  Mwtapav^  every 
len  mmutvif  and  between  Matiftpan  iind  Blue  Hill  eve-y  fifteen 
tmriuies  pleasant  afternixinti.  Sunday  first  car  leaves  tcrminnU  oi»c 
l»ur  and  ibuty  mmutes  >*tcr. 


Sunday  and  Holidays 

Cars  run  between  Dudley 
Stieci  Terminal  and  Mati* 
pan  cvc.y  tiuce  m.nuies.  and 
between  Maitapusn  and  Blue 
Hill  every  five  m.nutcs  Be 
tweciv  Macivron  and  Stoogb' 
ton  ewry  fifteen  minutes 


Fiue  from  Boston 
To  Matupju  U5c 

MATTAPAN  TO 
Blue  Hill  Entrai 
Rcadv.l’e 
Bkie  Hill  Sireei. 

Ponr  apoog  P O 
Canwn. 

East  Sharon. 

Nof  wood. 

Sharon. 

Sioujltton, 

Brockton. 


SPECIAL  or  ordinary  open  or  closed  cars 
moy  be  chartered  at  reasonable  rates  for 
picnics  cr  excursion  parties  to  ihe  Blue  Hills  from 
all  points  in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  For  terms 
apply  to  the  Supcnniendcnt  of  Transportation  of 
The  Boiton  Elevated  Company,  or  Blue  Hill 
Street  Railway  Compaity.  Canton  Junction. 


miles  distant,  are  visible.  As  one  turns  to  the  east. 
Hull,  Nantasket.  Hir\gham  and  Weymovnh  come 
into  view.  At  the  southeast  arc  Plynipton,  and 
Alden's  Hill  at  Lakeville,  the  latter  tsvemy'Cight 
miles  distant.  Almost  due  south  lies  the  Fall  River 
Stand'pipe.  and  as  one  turns  to  the  south-west  At- 
tleboro and  Woonsocket  may  be  seen.  Farther 
north  is  Great  Manadnock.  fifty  two  miles  from 
Blue  Hill,  and  also  lUimerous  other  places  of  interest. 

Don't  forget  to  bring  your  camera  as  some  of 
ihc  most  picturesque  scenery  in  New  England  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Blue  Hill  district. 


As  the  iun  sets  in  the  evening  the  view  is  per- 
haps the  most  glorious,  (he  sun  gradually  sinking 
below  the  horizon  iefieciii\g  crimson  rays  upon  the 
clouds  and  sky.  As  (he  after-glow  gradually  fades 
away  the  rising  moon  furnishes  new  charm  until 
the  nightly  illumination  of  the  surrounding  towns 
and  neighboring  country  adds  new  beauty.  The 
lighi-houses  at  sea.  and  the  hundreds  of  street  lights 
of  the  distant  towns  and  cities,  each  twinkling  like  a 
star,  all  enhance  the  splendor,  making  a picture  one 
never  forgets.  Picnic  parties  may  be  seen  in  the 
secluded  nooks  upon  the  hill,  enjoying  the  unusual 
spectacle. 


CLS 


From  the  base  of  Blue  Hill  a broad  path  of  easy 
ascent  winds  to  the  summit,  laid  out  with  great  care 
by  the  Park  Commission.  All  through  the  Reser- 
vation are  picturesque  paths  where  one  can  with 
little  difficulty  imagine  )‘ie  is  in  chc  depths  of  a forest 
in  Maine 


At  Houghton's  Pond  are  boats,  bath-houses,  arid 
in  beauttfui  groves  people  cniov  the  shore  of  (ho 
lake  for  picnics  and  other  amusements. 

Visitors  desiring  to  take  the  mouniain  climb  should 
leave  the  car  at  Blue  H'll  Street. 

This  vast  natural  pat  k may  be  reached  by  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  metropolitan  district  by  either 
boaiding  the  cars  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway 
Company  at  Dudley  Streei,  or  by  making  con- 
nections with  the  cars  at  Mattapan  Square.  At 
the  foot  of  Great  Blue  Hill  ihe  Bkie  Hill  Street  Rail 
way  Company  has  placed  a wailing  station  for  the 
convenience  of  the  visitors  to  the  Reservation. 
After  leaving  ihe  Blue  Hill  Reservation  the  cars  pass 
through  Canton  to  Sioughton,  connecting  at  East 
Sharon  with  cars  for  Sharon,  where  is  situated  the 
famous  Massapoag  Lake.  At  $fo' ighton  connection 
may  be  made  for  Brockton,  where  cars  may  be 
taken  for  Plymouth,  Taunton,  Providence,  New 
Bedford  and  Newport,  and  points  south. 

No  one  should  leave  the  Reservation  without  a 
visit  to  Houghton’s  or  Hoosic- Whisick  Pond  <thc 
Indian  name),  plainly  visible  from  the  summit  of 


A descriptive  folder  issued  in  1906 


TROLLEYTRIPS 


YING  south  of  Boston  about  ten  miles  distant 
is  the  Blue  Hill  range,  the  most  con- 
spicuous feature  of  the  large  Reservation 
owiied  by  the  Commonwealth  and  maintained 
for  the  enjoyment  of  the  people.  The  entire 
Blue  Hill  rar\ge  is  seven  miles  long,  extending  from 
Little  Blue  Hill  in  Canton,  to  President's  Hill  in 
Quincy.  These  beautiful  hills  are  all  contained  in 
the  Reservation  embracing  5.000  acres.  The  view 
from  the  summit  of  Great  Blue  Hill  is  the  most  inter- 
esting, and  from  its  variety  and  general  anraciivc- 
ness  the  finest,  in  New  England.  On  the  north  may 
be  seen  Boston  Harbor  with  its  many  islands,  and 
on  a clear  evening  the  lights  of  Cape  Ann,  forty 


Great  Blue  Hill  and  reached  in  a variety  of  ways. 
The  most  picturesque  route  is  to  decend  the  hill  by 
the  bridle  path  to  Adminstration  Road,  following  the 
latter  easterly  by  "Coon  Hollow  Path.  ” through 
' Wild  Car  Notch,  ' plainly  marked  by  signs,  then 
continue  upon  this  patli  to  the  opening  near  the 
pond.  Another  way,  for  the  more  daring  pedes- 
(nan,  is  to  take  the  paths  leading  down  the  easterly 
or  southerly  bluff  of  the  hill,  thence  along  Blue  Hill 
Street  to  Houghton's  Pond,  The  easiest  way  is  to 
descend  the  hill  to  the  passenger  shelter  and  board 
one  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway  cars  going 
south,  carrying  you  through  "Ponkapog  Pass"  be- 
tween Little  and  Great  Blue  Hill  to  Blue  Hill  Street, 
where  one  leaves  the  car  and  cither  vvalks  or  lakes 
the  barges  that  run  to  the  pond  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. Sundays  and  holidays. 


The  pond  was  named  after  Ralph  Houghton,  an 
Englishman  wlx>  fought  under  Cromwell  against 
the  king,  and  finally  settled  m this  deiighifril  spot, 
where  his  descendants  occupied  the  old  homestead 
until  It  became  a part  of  the  Resetvaiion  in  1894, 
when  It  was  razed  to  tlie  ground.  In  the  early 
summer,  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  tiie  pond  is 
covered  with  boat-loads  cf  children;  while  others 
are  bathing  and  diving  in  the  lake.  Boat-houses  have 
bien  erected  on  the  north  shore,  and  happy  families 
picnic  in  the  coo!  pine  groves  which  border  on  the 
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LAST  DAYS  OF  THE  NC&S 

Since  the  operations  of  the  Norwood,  Canton  and 
Sharon  were  so  intimately  connected  with  those  of  the 
Blue  Hill,  some  mention  must  be  made  of  the  former's 
last  years. 

The  NC&S  properties  were  sold  to  a Fall  River  junk 
dealer,  one  William  J.  O'Connor,  in  1917  and  he  an- 
nounced plans  to  scrap  both  the  Norwood-Canton  and 
Cobb' sComer-Sharon  Heights  lines.  However,  O'Connor 
ran  into  trouble  when  residents  of  Sharon  demanded  that 
he  post  a $50,000  bond  to  furnish  a state  highway  be- 
tween Canton  and  Sharon,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
street  railway  they  were  about  to  lose. 

This  was  too  much  for  the  Fall  River  man  and  he 
forfeited  his  deposit  on  the  purchase  price,  the  NC&S 
reverting  to  its  previous  owners. 

Then,  in  March,  1918,  as  previously  stated,  the  Public 
Service  Commission  condemned  the  NC&S  trackage 
between  Norwood  Center  and  the  Norwood-Canton  town 
line.  This  forced  the  suspension  of  service  between 
Norwood  and  Canton;  and  operation  of  Ihe  Cobb's 
Comer-Sharon  Heights  route  was  discontinued  at  the 
same  time. 

Later  in  that  same  month  the  NC&S  was  again  sold— 
this  time  to  the  Dominion  Wrecking  Company  of  Can- 
ada. This  firm  immediately  tore  up  the  Norwood  to 
Canton  rails,  but  when  the  wreckers  moved  into  Sharon 
they  ran  into  trouble.  The  local  constabulary  forced 
a halt  to  the  dismantling  operations  so  as  to  give  the 
town  an  opportunity  to  buy  the  line. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  town  of  Sharon  didn't  purchase 
the  property,  but  one  of  its  selectmen,  Frederick  A. 
Prince,  did.  He  paid  $10,000  for  the  3.04  miles  of 
track  from  East  Sharon  to  Sharon  Heights  and  Lake 
Massapoag  and  also  obtained  one  passenger  car  and  a 
snow  plow  in  the  deal. 

Prince  reorganized  the  NC&S  xmder  the  name  of  the 
Sharon  Street  Railway  and  sold  shares  of  stock  to  the 
townspeople.  The  town  itself  voted  a tax  of  $1  on  each 
$1000  of  valuation  to  raise  money  for  the  costs  of  re- 
habilitating the  line.  Many  residents  gave  freely  of 
their  spare  time  to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  on  August 
1,  1919,  the  grand  re-opening  of  the  line  took  place. 

The  town  was  in  gala  array  for  the  momentous  occas- 
ion and  the  entire  length  of  the  line,  from  Cobb's 
Comer  to  Sharon  Heights,  was  illuminated  with  red 


31  the  Sharon  Street  Railway  woimd  up  with  a deficit 
of  $1077.01.  This  was  offset  by  non-operating  income 
of  $3.89  and  the  town  of  Sharon  came  through  with 
$1373.12  as  a contribution.  The  $300  surplus  thus  pro- 
duced was  used  to  pay  liability  insurance  premiums  in 
advance. 

The  same  storm  which  tied  up  the  Blue  Hill  also 
closed  down  the  Sharon  Street  Railway.  Service  was 
never  resumed  and  the  tracks  were  tom  up  after  formal 
abandonmentof  the  line  took  place  in  September,  1920. 
Without  power  from  the  Blue  Hill  it  was  impossible  to 
operate. 

Prince  salvaged  much  of  his  investment  from  the 
sale  of  the  rails  and  overhead  as  scrap. 


BLUE  HILL  STREET  RAILWAY 
RAILWAY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED  - 1915 


Owned 

Trackage 

Rights 

Total 

Main  Track 

15.55 

.14 

15.69 

Second  Track 

2.95 

.12 

3.07 

Turnouts,  etc. 

1.23 

- 

1.23 

Total 

19.73 

.26 

19.99 

ROUTES  AND  DISTANCES 


Mattapan  to  Stoughton 
Readville  Branch 
Norwood  Branch 


12,62  miles 
1.12  " 
1.81  " 


Total 

Trackage  Rights 


15.55  miles 
.14  '* 


15.69  miles 


DISTANCES  AND  RUNNING  TIMES 

Miles  Time 


FROM  MATTAPAN  TO:* 


lights.  The  first  car  was  in  charge  of  William  Ander- 

Blue Hill  Station 

3 

15 

min. 

son,  motorman,  and  Charles  Harding,  conductor,  both 

Ponkapoag 

5 

23 

It 

veteran  employees  of  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Railway. 

Canton 

8 

41 

II 

On  the  following  day,  regular  service  on  an  hourly 

Cobb's  Comer 

10 

50 

II 

schedule  commenced  between  Cobb' s Comer  and  Sharon 
Heights.  Ranee  intended  to  extend  service  from  Sharon 
Heights  to  Lake  Massapoag  and  it  was  also  his  plan  to 
mn  through  cars  from  Sharon  to  Canton  Jimction— but 

Stoughton 

FROM  CANTON  TO: 

12.7 

1 hr.  7 

II 

these  plans  were  never  carried  out. 

Power  was  purchased  from  the  Blue  Hill  Street  Rail- 
way and  George  Spaulding,  receiver  of  the  Blue  Hill, 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sharon  Street  Railway. 

Norwood 

FROM  BLUE  HILL  STATION  TO: 

4.7 

25 

min. 

The  line  had  two  six  cent  fare  zones,  one  from  Cobb's 
Comer  to  Sharon  Square  and  the  second  from  Sharon 

Readville 

2 

10 

min. 

Square  to  Sharon  Heights. 

Diuring  the  five  months  from  August  1 to  December 

* Add  four  miles  and  23  minutes  in  computing  distance 
and  mnning  time  from  Dudley  street  station. 
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BLUE  HILL  STREET  RAILWAY 


Roster  of  Equipment 

CLOSED  CARS 

No. 

Type 

Builder 

Year 

Trucks 

Motors 

Control 

Remarks 

6 

16'  Box 

West  End 

TH-51D 

Purchased  in  1899  from  the  Boston 

8 

tl 

n 

II 

Elevated  Railway.  One  rebuilt  to  work 

10 

tl 

It 

M 

car  in  1902.  Three  sold  in  1903.  No. 

12 

II 

II 

It 

12  lost  in  Canton  Junction  fire. 

14 

II 

It 

II 

16 

28'  Semi 

Laconia 

1900 

Laconia 

All  four  cars  lost  in  Canton  Jet.  car- 

18 

It 

II 

II 

II 

house  fire  February  21,  1909. 

20 

It 

II 

II 

II 

22 

11 

II 

II 

II 

34 

25'  Box 

Laconia 

1903 

Brill  27G 

Sold  to  Brockton  & Plymouth. 

36 

II 

II 

II 

It 

Sold  - 1909. 

38 

II 

It 

II 

II 

II 

40 

II 

It 

II 

It 

II 

42 

It 

II 

II 

II 

II 

44 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

46 

II 

It 

It 

II 

fl 

10 

21'  Semi 

Wason 

1909 

Standard 

2-GE80 

K-11 

12 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

14 

M 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

16 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

18 

M 

It 

II 

II 

II 

II 

20 

It 

II 

II 

It 

II 

II 

Equipped  with  double  trucks  in  1919. 

22 

It 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

OPEN  CARS 

51 

12  Bench 

Stephenson 

1903 

Brill  22E 

All  destroyed  in  the  Canton  Jet.  car- 

53 

II 

II 

It 

II 

house  fire  of  February  21,  1909. 

55 

II 

II 

It 

It 

57 

II 

II 

II 

II 

59 

II 

It 

It 

II 

61 

II 

II 

M 

II 

63 

II 

II 

II 

II 

65 

It 

II 

II 

II 

(And  eight  others  of  the  same  type 

of  which  numbers  are 

not  known.) 

21 

10  Bench 

Wason 

1909 

Standard 

2-GE80 

K-11 

23 

II 

It 

II 

II 

II 

II 

25 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

II 

27 

II 

II 

It 

II 

II 

II 

29 

II 

II 

II 

II 

It 

If 

31 

10  Bench 

Jack.&Sharp 

Lord  Balt. 

Purchased  in  1910. 

33 

II 

" 

II 

It 

35 

II 

II 

II 

It 

43 

10  Bench 

Wason 

Bemis 

Ex-Holyoke  Street  Railway. 

45 

II 

II 

II 

II 

47 

It 

II 

It 

II 

49 

II 

II 

II 

II 

53  10  Bench  Purchased  in  1914. 


26 


were  common  sights  on  the  Blue  Hill  on  February  6,  1920 
ich  paralyzed  the  line.  Cars  never  ran  after  this  date. 

UE  HILL  STREET  RAILWAY 

iipment  owned  - 1899-1919 


Year 

Closed 

Open  Experimental 

Work 

Plows 

Freight 

Oth  e r 

1899 

5 

1 

1900 

9 

1 1 

1 

1901 

9 

2 1 

1 

1902 

8 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1903 

5 

13 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1904 

12 

16 

10 

2 

1 

1905 

12 

16 

10 

3 

2 

1906 

12 

16 

10 

3 

2 

1907 

12 

16 

10 

3 

2 

1908 

1 1 

16 

1 1 

3 

2 

1909 

13 

9 

2 

2 

7 

1910 

7 

12 

2 

2 

7 

1911 

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

1912 

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

1913 

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

19  14 

7 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1915 

7 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1916 

7 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1917 

7 

14 

1 

2 

2 

1918 

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

1919 

7 

12 

1 

2 

2 

Other 

cars  from 

1911  to  1919  included  one 

flat  traile 

r and  one 

side  dump. 
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NORTHEAST 

LIBRARY  BINDING  CO.  INC 

SEP  1980 


MEDFORD, 


I 3 lb31  DDD'^fl  | 


CANTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


a3l6313^3936229b 


